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Constructing a Literary ‘Critical Path” With Chinese Characteristics
Looking back at Frye Studies in China

QI Liang
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: The present thesis reviews Chinese scholarship on Northrop Frye since 1980s in the context of China’s overall
reception of the 20th century western critical theories. Frye Studies in 1980s marked the beginning of Chinese scholarship on Frye
and reflected the transformation of the paradigm of Chinese research on literary theory from a political discourse to an academic
one. As Chinese researchers’ understanding of western critical theories deepened Frye Studies in 1990s underwent a rapid de—
velopment in terms of critical approach and vision. The potentials of Frye’ s theory are further explored in the 21st century due to
the influence of postmodernism post—colonialism and cultural studies; meanwhile as a result of the combination with Chinese
critical context Frye’s theory and thoughts are becoming an important frame of reference for Chinese researchers to explore ways
to construct a literary “critical path” with Chinese characteristics.
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