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D iscrminating Between the Function of L av
and the Effect of L aw

ZHOU W ang - sheng

(Peking University, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The function of lav and the effect of lav are wo thingswhich are smilar in fom but different
in substance The function of lav is the inherent character that lav has but the effect of lav is given and de-
fined The function of law is the stable character that lav has, but the effect of lav is always dynanic The
function of law is the character the lav should have, while the effect of lav has me realistic target The func-
tion of lav ismainly descriptive, 9 legal professionals should master the natural character of lav, regect the
regular pattern of lav o find out and express the function of lav and make the potential of lav fully play its
le The effect of lav has the character of being regulative,  the legal professionalsought to make full use of
the given condition to better make the lawv play its role to meet the real needsof the state, ciety, and people
's life

Key W ords Function of L av; Effect of Lav; Inherence and Exterior Force; Stable and Dynamic; W hat
Should Be and Reality; Description and Prescription



