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Rethinking the Identity Theory under the Framework of Systemic Constructiv—
ism: Concepts and Logic
Ji Ling (75)

[Abstract] The identity theory developed by Alexander Wendt under the framework of
systemic constructivism is up to now one of the most systemic and integrative identity
theories. However his identity theory is problematic in terms of core concepts applica—
tion and logic reasoning. Putting the theory in a broader social science perspective and
building upon the achievements of identity research in sociology and social psychology

the author argues that the ontological inclination for structuralism and cognitivism lies
under these problems. The article goes further to point out the mistake made by
Wendt of universalizing the identity concept with an individual orientation which origi—
nated in Western culture. Finally the article proposes an alternative concept “the so-
cial identity with relational orientation” which to some extent goes beyond the onto—
logical inclination for structuralism and cognitivism brings back affective agency and
provides a broader and more inclusive perspective for furthering identity — related re—
search under constructivism framework.

[Key Words] constructivism role identity collective identity individual orientation

relational orientation

[AuthorlJi Ling Assistant Research Fellow FEast Asian Studies Center China For-
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Is the Research of Compliance Misled?
Zhang Xiaotian (93)

[Abstract] The state’s compliance record seems to be a plausible indicator of institu—
tional effectiveness or performance. However during inquiry researchers always en-
counter the so — called endogeneity or self — selection problem. Because endogeneity im-—
plies high compliance — rate in favor of institutional influence some agues that it is
misled to investigate institutional effectiveness via compliance approach. This article

while appreciating the critic’ s insights and contributions maintains that the two premi-
ses of endogeneity—common knowledge and time — consistency of state preference—are
not invariably met in real — world practice; hence the ecriticizers might overstate the
complications that endogeneity brings about. Moreover endogeneity problem could be
overcome or controlled even if it existed. Meanwhile the other criticism of decisions

on substantive issues rather than on deference or defiance is also not suffice to deni—
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