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Abstract: The social security system for the elderly can be divided into two main channels, one is the formal

institutional support, the other is the informal social network support. But until recently, almost all the research on

social security of the elderly has focused on formal security systems, and research on the security function and

mechanism of informal social networks for the elderly severely lags behind. This study suggests that under the

conditions of limited ‘material’ resources provided by public sectors, the four security functions for the elderly

social networks, namely, material security, safety security, spirit security, and respect security, are of particular

practical significance and social value. Therefore, much attention should be devoted to the construction of elderly

social networks, which will complement and work in line with the formal social security systems for the elderly.

Based on prior studies, this study presents a functioning mechanism model of the elderly social networks.
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