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Title: The Canon Is “Ferry”: The Spiritual Sources of the Contemporary Western Poetry
Abstract “Ferrying” is a crucial element of the Western canon of poetry. To liken a poet to a
ferryman is to shed light on the important message that contemporary Western poets are still hold—
ing fast to the poetic spirit which has lasted for thousands of years. The significance of a poetic
canon lies in naming namely the inaugural naming of and bringing into the open all that human
beings experience using a particular type of speech. Since the beginning of the contemporary
world ferrying/naming has become unprecedentedly difficult in terms of both its dimensions and
the linguistic means and the pleasure of naming has become mixed with hardships and even with
pain. In addition to naming the existing reality and the living experience of it the poet/ferryman
has taken upon him/herself another mission 1i. e. bridging the gaps between the past the present
and the future. Ferrying which is characterized by time-space crossing often gets intertwined
with what Harold Bloom calls “strangeness” thus constituting “a road to the canon”.
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