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Title: The Development of Natural Sciences and the Formation of Metaphysical Poetry

Abstract: The formation of English metaphysical poetry was highly influenced by the achieve—
ments of natural sciences in the 17th century. The space-time consciousness and the spirit of dis—
covery and exploration of metaphysical poets were closely linked with the developments of natural
sciences and incarnated the particularity of that time. The revolutionary influences of natural sci—
ences on the development of metaphysical poetry include the preference of new words and scientif—
ic terms in the writing of metaphysical poets their addiction to wits puns and conceits and their
pursuance of the dynamic images and the image of circle. At the same time the poets’ under-—
standing of natural sciences especially their space imagination was strongly inconsistent with
their conventional thinking mode and thus metaphysical poetry got its particular forms and mean—
ings.
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