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A Probe into Cross-inguistic Grammatical Metaphor
Lin Zheng—un Wang Ke-fei
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China;
Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China)

This paper constructs a cross-inguistic grammatical metaphor model based on semantic universality and the variety of lan—
guage forms among different languages. Crossinguistic grammatical grammar refers to the mapping between different linguistic
forms which express the same propositional meaning across languages. The actual meanings realized by the different linguistic
forms are metonymically related. Crossinguistic grammatical metaphors lie in the levels of lexis grammar and texts etc.
which are mainly caused by social and cultural differences of different languages differences of cognitive abilities and manners
between different nations or races and differences of languages of their own.
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o @  this

o gives me pleasure

. bOOkS “« ”» “« ” “ ” .

B36.© @ .
SVO @ T can observe her without her knowing and this
gives me pleasure for it is as in a moving picture that I can

note the grace of her gestures whether she raises a glass of

® ®.6 @ & ©® wine to her lips or turns with a remark to one of her neighbors
@ or takes a cigarette from her case with those slender fingers.

® . . o (
@ . 1984)

® 1 very much like English.

© I like English very much.

(D Very much I like English. 4.1
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@ © - ( Sapir-Whorf hypothesis)

o o

© Could you tell me where the Dean’ s Office is?
0 ? o
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( know sth. like the palm of one’ s hand .
( strike while the iron is ho) . ”( pour oil on the

firg . ”(a bolt from the blue)

@ put one” s hand to the plough
a3
@

@ Donkeys”’ lips don’ t match horses’ jaws

(6 Incongruous; irrelevant; far-fetched

b ¢ b
a Never mind
It’ s our duty to do it
,C
0 a ¢
@ — Thanks a lot. That’s a great help.
a— o
b — Never mind. It’ s our duty to do it.

¢ — Not at all. It’ s my pleasure.
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19 As soon as we finished the work he came over.
@0 He came over as soon as we finished the work.
4.3



2012 1
( 1993)
@ was crying ;
B “« o \
@3 N
@ The baby was crying the crying suddenly stopped.
@ o .
Li  Thompson
( topic prominent)
( subject prominent) o (Li & . J .
Thompson 1981) N 2010( 6) .
. J.
2009( 1) .
o J.
( 1998: 278 —279) 2010( 6)
. J. 1993
( 1995: 171 - 174) (1).
) @ 1995.
o I
® -2 1984(3) .
o . I 1983
@) We are very grateful for your help. (1).
@ Very grateful we are for your help. M .
@0 0 1998.
@) Halliday M. A. K. An Introduction to Functional Grammar
M . London: Edward Arnold 1985/1994.
5 Lakoff G. & M. Johnson. Philosophy in the Flesh M .
. New York: Basic Books 1999.
Li C. N. &S. A. Thompson. Mandarin Chinese: A Func—
. tional Grammar M . Berkeley: University of California
Press 1981.
2011 —09 -28 [ 1

63



