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Abstract On the basis of quantitative survey of pictophonetic character including
bone-inscriptions, bronze inscriptions, Chu and Qin bamboo-inscriptions and their components, by
comparing the number of basic characters and the number of character components, we prove that
character component of pictophonetic character has a tendency of simplification while developing.
By comparing the number of phonetic signs and the number of meaning signs, we disclose that
biaolei is always in a dominated position in the two developing paths, biaolei and biaosheng, of
pictophonetic character. By comparing the composing ratio of phonetic signs and meaning signs in
different types of inscriptions, we prove that different types of inscriptions have different tendency
in selecting of character component, and this kind of difference caused not only by diachronic
developing of character system, but also by the difference of document types.

Key Words pre-Qin; pictophonetic characters; character component; phonetic sign;
meaning sign
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