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JIANG Di, Chinese was a Polysyllabic-word Language Proved by Er-Ya Vocabulary

Abstract: This paper compares the word-forms between vocabularies of the first 3 volumes and the last 16
volumes in classical document <ErYa>, the former of which are common words, and the latter of which are
Mingwu words. By proving Mingwu words are qualified as proper nouns, we put forward a new point of view that
the Mingwu words are stronger in anti-changeable than common words. Until the end of Warring States Period in
China, Chinese common words nearly all monosyllabized and most of Mingwu words still changed slowly.
Chinese Mingwu words are the same as minor syllabic words of Austroasiatic languages and some Tibeto-Burman
languages, which evolve according to the iambic pattern. The paper reveals the evidences of monosyllabisation of
different words by computing the quantity index number in ErYa.

Keywords: Mingwu words; special proper nouns; word-syllabic forms; monosyllabisation
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